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Tips for a Successful Case Report
After a year of serving as the Editor-in-Chief of the ACG Case Reports Journal,
I have been privileged to read hundreds of submitted case reports. Every
submitted report has had its merits, and I wanted to highlight the characteristics
of successful and well-written case reports that we have seen.
Novelty
Novelty is the single most important factor in writing an interesting case report.
A comprehensive literature search can determine if the subject has been
previously reported and can highlight novel aspects of your case to distinguish
it from those in the literature. A specific and unique title to describe your case
will grab the reader’s attention.
Use Medical Language
Make yourself familiar with the language of current medical literature before
writing your manuscript. This can help you translate your case from a vernacular
used in daily patient care to a more formal style of scientific writing. Manuscripts with simple text, active voice,
and straightforward language attract readers, while unnecessary data and flowery language may be confusing and
tedious.
Identify Limitations
Given the limitations of a case report compared to other forms of evidence-based documents, it is necessary
to place your case in context. It is difficult to prove association with certainty in a case report; therefore, the
discussion should avoid making wide-reaching conclusions based on a single experience. Advice from a senior
colleague can help contextualize the role your case plays in the academic sphere.
Remember the Author Instructions
Prior to submitting a case report, remember to review the author guidelines and instructions. These details differ
based on the target journal, but following them carefully will shorten the review process. Take this time to also
have a colleague review your manuscript for spelling or grammatical errors, and clarifications of scientific writing.
Reviewers enjoy reading clear and well-written manuscripts, and are often turned off by simple spelling and
grammatical mistakes. One final review before submitting your manuscript can help identify small, overlooked
mistakes and give your writing more polish.
Confidentiality and Patients’ Rights
Every effort should be made to obtain an informed consent from the patient, parents of a minor patient, or the
next of kin of deceased patients. Make sure no identifying patient information is included in the text or in images.
If consent cannot be obtained, provide a thorough description of the situation with your submission.
In the current era of evidence-based medicine, case reports are considered first-line evidence and might be
the first academic contribution a young physician has in his or her career. I hope the above guidance and the
opportunity provided by the ACG Case Reports Journal helps encourage our next generation of writers.
Mohammad Yaghoobi, MD, MSc, AFS
Editor-in-Chief
ACG Case Reports Journal
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